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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

''Day of Absence" presents a unique look at racism
Grand Valley State University's upcoming play, Day of Absence, depicts a
fictitious southern town where one day all the black people suddenly disappear, leaving the white folks to fend for themselves. The result? Chaos.
The classic 1960s farce by Douglas Turner Ward, co-founder of the Negro
Ensemble Theatre, deals with the sensitive subject of racism in a humorous,
black-empowering way. Opening on Friday, November 12, the play will feature seven performances: November 12, 13, 17, 18, 19 and 20 at 7:30 p.m.,
and Sunday, November 14 at 2 p.m. in the Louis Armstrong Theatre, PAC.
Ward premiered Day of Absence in New York City in 1965, winning
Obie Awards for best play and best actor. Insightful and wickedly
comic, the play employs reverse "minstrelsy" (early theater's use of
black face paint to mimic and denigrate African Americans) to show
how ridiculous racism is, particularly when the imaginary town's white
people display contempt for black people while at the same time
desperately needing them to take care of their children and perform
work necessary to keep the town and households running smoothly.
"I believe Ward wrote this play as a retaliation to the ideology rampant
in the George Wallace South of the '50s and '60s," said Robin Reese,

Across Campus
Scholarship program helps
minority students prepare
for college
More than 350 area high school students are
getting an in-depth education about Grand
Valley through a unique scholarship program.

Photo by Courtney Newbauer

Theatre students portray people in an imaginary southern town in the
farce, Day of Absence, opening Friday. Student actors are, left to right,
Lena Montgomery, Claire Walsh, and Elecia Burrel.

see 'Day of Absence ' on page 2

···-------------------------The Wade McCree Incentive Scholarship
Program helps minority students prepare for
college by offering test-taking workshops,
admissions and counseling sessions , and educational and cultural opportunities. Eighthgrade students in Grand Rapids, Holland and
Muskegon are nominated by their teachers or
counselors and they begin the program, sponsored by the Office of Multicultural Affairs, as
freshmen.
All of Michigan's public universities offer fulltuition scholarships to Wade McCree students
who graduate with high grade point averages
and high standardized test scores. Benardo
Dargan, OMA program coordinator, said last
year Grand Valley admitted three Wade
McCree students.
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Benardo Dargan, Multicultural Affairs program coordinator, left, talks to high school
students about programs available to help
them prepare for college.
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"Through the program, we're able to give
them the skills and tools they need to navigate
through high school and be successful in college," Dargan said.
Dargan meets regularly with Wade McCree
participants. He also incorporates community

service activities into the curriculum, but said
it's difficult with a large group of students.
Named in honor of Wade McCree Jr. , former
U.S. solicitor general and University of
Michigan professor, the scholarship program
began in 1986.
"The goal is for all students to have equal
opportunity to obtain a college degree, regardless of financial need," Dargan said.

Contract signed with
IT company
Grand Valley has contracted with
SunGard/SCT to upgrade to its suite of
enterprise applications consisting of Financial
Records Systems, Human Resources Systems,
and Student Information Systems , which
includes Financial Aid, Records and
Admissions.

continued on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1
New applications that will be purchased include Work.flow and a web
portal called Luminis.
The project is estimated to take three years. Refer to the Information
Technology-Web site; www.gvsu.ed/it/banner, for future information and
progress on the project.

Math department sends
contingent to conference
The 2004 Michigan Council of Teachers of Mathematics Conference,

"Renaissance Visions: Connecting Mathematics," was held October 28-30
at the Detroit Renaissance Center. More than 1,200 mathematics teachers
and university faculty members amended, including many from GVSU.
Faculty members participating in the conference included Pam Wells,
Esther Billings, Karen Novotny, Steve Schlicker, Matt Boelk.ins, Akalu
Tefera, John Golden, John Gabrosek, Phyllis Curtiss, Will Dickinson,
Jonathon Hodge, Marge Friar, Paul Yu, Steven Blair, Mary Richardson ,
Sango Otieno, Rebecca Walker, Matt Wyneken, Karen Meyers and Char
Beckmann (conference chair).
Current and former students who spoke at the conference included Jessica
Roy, Rachel Lewis, Tiffany Stob, Nick Counts, Jennie Reigle, Natalie
Beyer, Kristine Denton and Tara Maynard.

November 15 recital marks 10th anniversary of the dedication of the Cook Carillon
A special performance on the Cook Carillon on Monday, November
15, will mark a historic event for Grand Valley: the 10-year anniversary of the dedication of the Cook Carillon.
The anniversary will be celebrated at noon on November 15 with a
carillon recital by GVSU Carillonneur Julianne Vanden Wyngaard and
other special events. Included in the program will be music that was
performed at the first recital in 1994, as well as Tolling of the Iron
Bell, a carillon piece composed by GVSU assistant music
professor Kurt Ellenberger. The carillon tower will be open for visitors both during and after the recital. All are welcome to participate in
the celebratory event, held in the carillon courtyard. In the case of bad
weather, audience members may listen from inside the Cook-DeWitt
Center. Refreshments will be available.
Grand Valley's Cook Carillon was installed in 1994 in the new 110foot tower that has become a landmark on the Allendale Campus. The
48 bells in the tower, ranging in weight from 3,000 to 14 pounds,
were cast in bronze and installed by the Royal Eijsbouts Bell Foundry
of the Netherlands. Vanden Wyngaard, associate dean of Arts and
Humanities, graduated from the Netherlands Carillon School in 2000,
becoming only the fourth American woman to graduate from the prestigious school. Since then, Grand Valley's summer carillon
concert series has become a popular attraction in West Michigan.
In June 2005, Grand Valley will further its carillon tradition by
hosting the 2005 congress of the Guild of Carillonneurs in North
America. More than 100 carillonneurs are expected to attend.

A crowd gathers to listen as the Cook Carillon is dedicated on
November 15, 1994.
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··oay of Absence" opens Friday

The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office every Monday

continued from page 1

when classes are in session and biweekly

visiting assistant theatre professor and director of the
GVSU production. "Now, 40 years later, racism and
the marginalization of African Americans and other
minority groups is still a problem that deserves
attention in this country and abroad, so the play is
still highly relevant."

during the summer. The submission deadline is
Tuesday noon. Send publication items to
Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum@gvsu.edu .
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 6 16-331-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submi ssion form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html .
Grand Valley State Uni versity is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution.

Vi sit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online publication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

GVNOW

Though suffused with serious messages of antihatred, equality and inclusion, Day of Absence is
outrageous, physically comedic, and essentially fun ,
said Reese. The racially mixed cast and crew of
more than 20 students present a turned-on-its-head

look at a social dilemma that the entire family can
enjoy - and maybe even discuss.
Tickets are $12 for the general public, $10 for
GVSU faculty/staff, and $6 for all students.
Purchase at Star Tickets Plus, (616) 222-4000 or
www.starticketsplus.com, or at the GVSU Box
Office, (616) 331-2300. More ticket information is
available at www.gvsu.edu/theatre.
Day of Absence is sponsored by the School of
Communications with support from the
African/ African-American Studies Program.
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What's Ahead
Author Earl Shorris will address the
topic "Who is an American?"
Nationally known lecturer and writer Earl Shorris, whose book The Life and
Times of Mexico was published in August, will address the topic "Who is an
American?" in an upcoming lecture at Grand Valley State University.
Shorris is the author of several fiction and nonfiction books foc using on
Mexico and Latin Americans, including Under the Fifth Sun and Latinos: A
Biography of the People. His 2004 book, The Life and Times of Mexico, is a
sweeping, 640-page narrative about Mexico's 3,000-year history. In his talk
at Grand Valley, Shorris will take a positive look at immigration and the
growing influence of Hispanic culture in the United States.
His presentation, the final event in Grand Valley's 2004 Fall Arts Celebration,
begins at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, November 10, at the DeVos Center,
Loosemore Auditorium, on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Shorris will also
be featured in a Liberal Studies Synoptic Lecture on Tuesday, November 9.
His talk, "A Practical Education," will begin at 2:30 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt
Center. Both events are free and open to the public.
Shorris is well known as the founder and chairman of the Clemente Course
in the Humanities, a college-level course in the humanities for people living
in poverty. His groundbreaking book New American Blues: A Journey
Through Poverty to Democracy documented personal stories from poor
people, followed in 2000 by Riches for the Poor: The Clemente Course in the
Humanities, in which Shorris advocated education in philosophy, art,
history, literature, and logic as a means to help lift the poor out of entrenched
poverty. College courses based on his ideal are taught in five countries,
includi ng in Grand Valley's Community Working Classics program.
Shorris has had a distinguished career as a journalist, social critic, lecturer,
and novelist. He has been honored with the National Humanities Medal and
the Mexican Order of the Aztec Eagle. For more information, call xl2180.

Biology professor will talk about her life
in 'Her Story' series
Jann Joseph will talk about her life's
journey in the next Her Story presentation, held at noon on Wednesday,
November 10, in 215 Kirkhof Center.
Joseph is an associate professor in
the Biology Department and coordinator of the Integrated Science
Program. A native of Trinidad and
Tobago, she will present her story
from the perspective of a woman
growing up in a developing nation.

GVSU. "The agreement will provide Hope students with excellent options
for pursuing these two programs," he said. "We also believe that Grand
Valley will benefit from receiving some very well prepared Hope students.
This type of collaboration is good stewardship of resources."

Public invited to premiere of
A Moment of Grace
After 12 weeks filled with selecting and preparing sets, working with
Hollywood talent, filming through the night, and editing, the 30 or so students
in Grand Valley's Summer Film Project will show the result of their summerlong introduction to feature filmmaking. Their 2004 film , A Moment of Grace,
will be premiered Thursday in two screenings at Studio 28.
The 23-minute fi lm will
be shown at 7 p.m. and
8:45 p.m. on November
11 at Studio 28, 1350
28th St. SW. A reception
will follow the first
show. Admission is $5 .
For more information,
call the School of
Communications,
xl3668.
A Moment of Grace was
the screenplay chosen
Dr. Grace Peters (Pauley Perrette), right, and a
for Grand Valley 's 2004 Palestinian nurse (Renee Hermiz), left, call for
Summer Film Project, a an ambulance in "A Moment of Grace."
hands-on practicum for
film and video students. Written by Los Angeles screenwriter Samantha
Humphrey, the story depicts the Israeli-Palestinian conflict from a very
human and unbiased perspective.

Spending several weeks in West Michigan to take the lead role was Pauley
Perrette, on hiatus from the television series Navy NCIS. Other Hollywood
influences included the film's director, Alba Francesca, who has her own
production company in L.A., and cinematographer Jack Anderson. SAG
actors from Chicago, Detroit, and the local area completed the cast.
A Moment of Grace is the story of an idealistic American doctor, Grace
Peters (Pauley Perrette), who is working in a Palestinian refugee camp
clinic and has seen far too much senseless death. When a young
Palestinian couple arrives at the clinic in dangerously premature labor, a
positive outcome depends on Grace's sheer determination and the
graciousness of Israeli soldiers.

Jazz legend featured in concert Thursday
Jann Joseph

The Her Story series, sponsored by the Women's Center and Women's
Commission, was designed to give the Grand Valley community an opportunity to learn more about women in leadership roles at the university.
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to bring a lunch.

Grand Valley and Hope College begin
new partnership
Health professions students from Hope College will be able to make an
easy transition to graduate studies at Grand Valley. Under a new agreement to be signed November 10, two Hope College students will be
accepted into Grand Valley's Master of Science Occupational Therapy
Program and two others will join the Doctorate of Physical Therapy
Program. The agreement will be signed at 4 p.m. Wednesday in room 240
of the Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences.
"I have always had a deep respect for the academic background and values
that are put forth at Hope College," said Jane Toot, dean of the College of
Health Professions. "I believe that any student meeting the program criteria will be a wonderful fit for our professional curricula."
Hope Provost James Boelkins said that Hope is pleased to participate with

On Thursday, the Arts at Noon
Series will host one of America's
most eclectic and admired jazz
composers, saxophonists, and bandleaders in a performance with his
group, the Dave Liebman Group. A
true jazz legend, Dave Liebman has
performed with such notables as
Elvin Jones, Miles Davis, and
Dave Liebman
Chick Corea, and has nearly 300
recordings to his credit. He now records and tours internationally with his
own group. The free performance begins at noon on November 11 in the
Cook-DeWitt Center.

Perugino Quartet performs in two concerts
The Perugino String Quartet will perform Schubert's most famous stri ng
quartet, String Quartet No. 14 ind minor (Death and the Maiden), in
concerts thi s week on GVSU's Allendale and Grand Rapids campuses.
Performances are featured on Wednesday, November 10, at 8 p.m. in the
Van Solkema Recital Hall , PAC, and on Sunday, November 14, at 3 p.m .
in the Loosemore Auditorium, De Vos Center. Members of the quartet are
Eric Tanner and Diane McElfish, violins, Barbara Corbato, viola, and
Stacey Bosman Tanner, cello.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Tues., Nov. 9
7:30 a.m.: Seidman College of Business Alumni
Association breakfast presentation by Terri
Lynn Land. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV.
Call xl7100 for more information.

12 noon : Allendale Toastmasters. 142 KC. Call
xl2204 for more information.
12:15 p.m.: Weight Watchers open meeting. 201
KC. Call xl2595 for more information.
7 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration Academic Lecture
by Earl Shorris. Loosemore Auditorium,
DEV. Call xl2180 for more information.
8 p.m. : Music Department Concert: The Perugino
String Quartet. Sherman Van Solkema Recital
Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for more information.

10 a.m.-12 noon: FTLC Workshop: Pew FTLC
Competitive Grants by Ron Garrett. 104 KC.
Call x13498 for more information.
12 noon-1:30 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: ABD
Luncheon. 204 KC. Call x13498 for more
information.
3:30 p.m. : Department of Philosophy and East
Asian Studies Lecture: The Purpose and
Perils of Comparative Philosophy by Dr. John
J. Holder. 204 KC.
7:30 p.m. : Theater presentation Day of Absence.
LAT, PAC. Call xl2300 for more information.

1 p.m.: Middle Eastern Studies Lecture: ArabAmerican Journalism Since 9/11 by Kay
Siblani. 201 KC. Call xl2020 for information.

Thurs., Nov. 11

2:30 p.m.: Synoptic Lecture: A Practical
Education by Earl Shorris. CDC. xl3624 for
information.

12 noon: Women's Center sponsors Mommy
Lunches . 161 KC. Call x12748 for more
information .

4 p.m.: Middle Eastern Studies Lecture: Health
Care for Members of the Muslim Community
by Kay Siblani. Loosemore Auditorium,
DEV. Call xl2020 for more information.

12 noon: Arts at Noon Series: The Dave Liebman
Group. CDC. Call xl3484 for more information.

Sat., Nov. 13
7:30 p.m.: Theater presentation, Day of Absence.
LAT, PAC.

Sun., Nov. 14
12 noon-2 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: Are Your
Students Effective Players in the Information
Age? 201 KC. Call x13498 for information.

2 p.m.: Theater presentation, Day of Absence.
LAT, PAC.

3 p.m.: Counseling and Career Development
Center Seminar: Don 't Let Your Work Kill You.
204 STU. Call x13266 for more information.

3 p.m.: Music Department Concert: The Perugino
String Quartet. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV.
Call x13484 for more information.

7 p.m. and 8:45 p.m .: World Premiere of "A
Moment of Grace." Studio 28, Grand Rapids.
Call x13668 for more information.

Mon., Nov. 15

Wed., Nov. 10
9 a.m.-9 p.m.: West Michigan Consortium of
Academic Institutions sponsors Jewish and
Christian Mysticism: Convergences and
Divergences. EC. Call xl2119 for more
information.

12 noon: Carillon concert celebrating the 10th
anniversary of the Cook Carillon.

11 a.m.: Continuing Education Workshop:
Business Dining Etiquette by Stacy Carpin.
DEV. Call xl7180 for more information.

Fri., Nov. 12

12 noon-1 p.m.: Women's Center sponsors Her
Story Presentation by Jann Joseph. 215 KC.
Call xl2748 for more information.

7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters.
University Club Room, DEV. Call x12204 for
more information.

12 noon: FTLC Workshop: Pew FTLC
Competitive Grants with Ron Garrett. 302C
DEV. Call x13498 for more information.

--------------------------------------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Brandon DeHaan, assistant director of Public
Safety Services, was interviewed by Advance
Newspapers about problems with fake IDs.
Roy Cole, associate professor of geography, was
interviewed by the Grand Haven Tribune about students in his statistical analysis class conducting the
first citizen survey for Grand Haven Township.
Paul Wittenbraker, associate professor of art,
was interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press
about growth and competition of art facilities in
suburbs and cities.
Kathleen Blumreich, professor of English, was
interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press on the
rally at Grand Valley protesting Proposal 2 on
the Michigan ballot.

the Allan W. Purdy Distinguished Service Award
for contributions to his profession at the
Midwest Association of Financial Aid
Administrators conference in Indianapolis.

Valerie Peterson, assistant professor of communications, wrote an article, titled "Preparing for
Performance with Sins of Delivery," published in
the e-joumal The Successful Professor.
Gloria L. Zuniga, adjunct instructor of philosophy, wrote an article, titled "An Ontology of
Dignity," published in the journal Metaphysica.
Jack Mangala, visiting professor of political
science, presented a paper, titled "Refugees and
Displaced Persons in Africa: Patterns, Problems
and Policy Changes," and moderated a session at
the African Studies: Paradigms, Pedagogy, and
Partnerships conference, hosted by Grand Valley
and the University of Cape Coast, Ghana.

Sketches
Financial Aid Director Ken Fridsma received

Elena Lioubimtseva, assistant professor of
geography and planning, wrote an article,

"Climate Change in Arid Environments:
Revisiting the Past to Understand the Future,"
published in Progress in Physical Geography.

Dan Balfour, professor of public and nonprofit
administration, presented a paper, titled
"Globalization and the Erosion of Community,"
at the First International Conference on
International Management in Light of
Geopolitical Changes in Europe and the World at
the Krakow University of Economics in Poland .
Social work faculty members Jerry L. Johnson
and George Grant, Jr. were the authors of
seven Casebooks in Social Work Practice,
released by Allyn and Bacon Publishing.
Liberal Studies faculty members Maureen
Wolverton, Diane Maodush-Pitzer, Gilda
Povolo and Christine Drewel facilitated a workshop, titled "The Art of Evoking Reflection in
the Classroom," at the Association for Integrative
Studies Annual Conference in Charlotte, North
Carolina.

